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“Where I’'m From”

By Leela Raj-Sankar

| am from washcloths and coffee grounds,

Spilled tea and filled notebooks,

From the smell of rain the

feeling of wet mud on my bare feet

(mom yelled when | got it on the carpet)

| am from the tiny tree at the center of my cul-de-sac
that is finally taller than | am,

From my aunt’s visits and my mom’s banana bread
I'm from the wardrobe to Narnia and the Chamber
of Secrets

And from smudged eyeglasses

(I could never find the cleaning cloth)

| am from these memories,

These snapshots in time,

Captured before | disappeared

Into a world of my own making.
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Ghazal/Non-Places
Martina Shrift

A)"She's/I wanted/this is all T can take!” the noise of muffled
sobs. You don't turn around.
Absorbing the emotions she spews into stagnant air. You'll
never know her face.

B) Baseball cap against her skin and bottle blonde hair between
his fingers. You don't turn away.
Infatuation made public under dingy fluorescence. You'll
hever see them again.

C) "Ignore/don't have to put up with/gets on our nerves." You
don't turn the corner.
She returns and breaks into a smile that's only visual. You'll
never bring this up.

D) The canals are bone-dry but stench still permeates the
area. You'll never walk here again.
His head lolls back against the scalding metal fence, chest.
You'll never forget the stillness.



Knowing farmer measuraments
is. very handy in the garden for
.. Spaeing seeds and iransplanis,
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