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Dear Members of the Graduate College Awards’ Committee,

I am a PhD candidate in the Linguistics and Applied Linguistics Program in the English
Department. My research focuses on the Indigenous language with an emphasis on syntax and
morphosyntax. the Indigenous language is ancestral to the land where ASU is located.

The dissertation aims to explore, document, and analyze the Indigenous language functional
phrases syntactically. One of the primary purposes of this study is to provide valuable and
applicable linguistic information to the Indigenous language speakers and related Indigenous
language activists. Additionally, it aims to advance indigenous language study and contribute to
the field of theoretical linguistics by examining the language structure through the lens of the
Minimalist Program.

The Indigenous language is an ancestral language that belongs to the Indigenous Language
family. It is spoken Indigenous communities in Arizona. Both of the reservations are centered
around their traditional territories which are near central Phoenix. The language is known to its
speakers as the Indigenous language, and the name derives from the word which means person,
human being. There are no monolingual speakers, and there are approximately 15 elderly the
Indigenous language speakers remaining. The Indigenous language is severely endangered, and
more data and analysis are critically needed.

This study is guided by the principles which define community-based participatory research. It
was developed in close coordination with the Indigenous Language Program in the cultural
department at the partner community. I have been working as an intern with the the community
language revitalization program since March 2021. My duties in this position are to document
the Indigenous language, write a script for the language meetings, and transcribe the meetings
with language consultants using the language documentation tool called a linguistic
documentation tool. I am currently working with four the Indigenous language consultants to
document and revitalize the language.

The major linguistics study on the language was done during 1970s and 1980s, providing great
insights and the descriptive grammar of the language. However there has been a considerable
time gap since it was last studied. This dissertation is addressed to both linguists and language
activists, including the local language communities. The functional phrases of the Indigenous
language are documented but very limited, and this means that linguistic analysis on functional
phrases has not been explored in depth. Given the shared linguistic properties among related



Indigenous languages, this study offers valuable typological data that can benefit future related
Indigenous language research and revitalization work. The proposed study aims to bridge the gap
between less-studied languages and current theoretical linguistic research, while also connecting
linguistic studies with language activists involved in revitalization and documentation efforts.

With this support from the the community language revitalization program, I have worked on
multiple projects for the community: a modality project, a phonetic vowel study, a negative
morphosyntactic construction study, and a coordination construction project. “A Phonetic Vowel
Study of the Indigenous language” and “The Negative Cycle” were published as proceedings of
linguistics and indigenous language conferences. The former publication provides significant
insight into the vowel quality of the Indigenous language, with important implications for
lexicography projects and the development of pedagogical materials. The latter presents the new
negative construction and evidence of another stage of the negative cycle in the Indigenous
language. A collaborative study on “Epistemic Modality in the Indigenous language” was also
published as a proceeding of the 2023 Workshop on American Indigenous Languages.

In June 2024, ASU and the partner community hosted the Institute on Collaborative Language
Research, which I joined as a program coordinator for ASU. I also joined the the community
language revitalization program to support the Indigenous language Practica where participants
learned group mentor-apprentice methodologies for teaching the Indigenous language in an
immersion setting with the Indigenous language consultants. This opportunity allowed me to
connect with a neighboring Indigenous language revitalization program of a neighboring tribal
community, whose language also belongs to the same branch of the language family. I maintain
regular contact with them, and given the overlapping linguistic properties of these languages, I
hope to apply my research to their language documentation and revitalization efforts. Beyond
fieldwork, I have actively participated in cultural events, including language classes, dance and
song classes, and other community gatherings. My relationship with the the partner community
extends beyond that of a researcher and a research community, but I work with them as a part of
the community.

I strongly believe that my research aligns with the ASU’s design aspirations. It “leverages place”
by focusing on preserving and documenting the language and culture of a local Indigenous
community. Despite coming from a foreign country, I have been warmly welcomed by the
community and their speakers, and I am truly honored to contribute to their language
revitalization efforts. My research will also benefit other related Indigenous languages, which are
also critically endangered and understudied. The data collected for this study will serve as
valuable typological evidence, helping language activists to examine linguistic variations and
changes over time. This socially embedded study is both unique and impactful, contributing to
the advancement of Indigenous language studies and theoretical linguistics while strengthening



the mutually beneficial partnership between the university and local Native American
communities and, thus, contributing to positive transformations of society.

I kindly ask for the fellowship for the Academic Year of 2025-2026. If awarded this prestigious
fellowship, I will not hold a TA/RA position or any other campus employment during the award

term. I am confident that with this support, I can successfully complete my dissertation by April
2026.



Timeline

For the preparation of my dissertation, I defended my prospectus this February, and I plan to
complete my dissertation by April 2026. The study is guided by the community-based
participatory research where members of the community and a researcher actively coordinate and
collaborate in the research process. The three years of fieldwork with the Indigenous language
program at a partner Indigenous community allowed me to build a strong relationship with the
language and the community. I strongly believe that this relationship bridged the academic study
and the local community’s practice.

The dissertation consists of an introductory chapter, followed by Chapter 2, the literature review.
Chapters 3, 4, and 5 focus on Negation, Coordination, and Auxiliary Construction respectively,
concluding with the final chapter. The main chapters will be written in three to four months
which includes an overview of the functional phrase structure, new documentation, linguistic
cycle/language change and comparison with the languages belonging to the branch of the related
Indigenous language family.

Working with understudied language starts from collecting data and transcribing the language
materials with detailed morphological descriptions. The data will be drawn from both primary
and secondary data. The primary data will be collected from the Indigenous language speakers
with several standard methods. I have transcribed more than 20 two-hour the Indigenous
language-English meetings with the Indigenous language consultants since I started working on
the Indigenous language. Although certain linguistic properties of the Indigenous language
remain understudied, my transcription of the language has a high level of accuracy, supported by
fieldwork experience and insights from previous studies and the the community language
revitalization program. The transcriptions will be a significant part of my data. I am also
constantly reviewing and preparing the secondary data from the published related Indigenous
language literature for analysis. I will closely coordinate with my dissertation committee to
conduct the research and implement analysis while participating in the field work with the
Indigenous language consultants throughout this project. I will follow the dissertation schedule
below to complete the project in a timely manner.

In the past, I conducted the first phonetic study on the Indigenous language vowels, collaborative
research on the Indigenous language modality with the the community language revitalization
program, and the negative construction. Further, the negative construction will be an integral part
of my dissertation. The chapter of the Indigenous language is close completion with the data and
analysis from my previous work. I also have new documentation that will be utilized for the other
chapters which are yet to be analyzed in depth. My dissertation chapters will feature rich and
new documentation that will be extremely valuable both theoretically and typologically.



For the past three years, I have been dedicated to community-based participatory research,
assisting the community with transcriptions and data management while teaching three courses
during the academic year, equivalent to 30 hours of work per week on top of my research. This
dissertation completion fellowship will provide the support needed to finalize my project by
April 2026 while maintaining my commitment to the community. Receiving this fellowship
would be a great honor, as it will contribute to the documentation and revitalization of a language
that is indigenous to the local Native American community.

Sincerely,
[Applicant]
February 2025 - April 2026 Fieldwork, literature review, glossing texts
Continuous transcription work through the project.
February 2025 Dissertation Prospectus Colloquy Transcribing Data.
Gather data from secondary sources (glossing, and analysis)
March 2025 Drafting, Chapter Submissions, Revisions Ch 1,
April 2025 Drafting, Chapter Submissions, Revisions Ch 1
May 2025 Drafting, Chapter Submissions, Revisions Ch 2
June 2025 —August 2025 Drafting, Chapter Submissions, Revisions Ch 3
August 2025 -November 2025 Drafting, Chapter Submissions, Revisions Ch 4
November 2025 - February 2026 Drafting, Chapter Submissions, Revisions Ch 5
February 2026-March 2026 Drafting, Chapter Submissions, Revisions Ch 6
March 2026 Revision of the previous chapters. Appendix
April 2026 Dissertation Defense




